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The	New	Urban	World-Megatrends	
•  Rising	urbaniza9on	everywhere.	There	are	mixed	pa@erns	

of	sprawl	and	polycentrism	in	the	metropolitan	areas.	

•  Addi9onally	to	agglomera9on	and	disagglomera9on	
economies,	network	externali9es	play	a	significa9ve	role	
in	economic	growth.		

•  The	rise	of	global	ci9es	role	as	place	for	concentra9on	
and	dispersion	of	goods	and	services	(Sassen,	1995),	
par9cularly	knowledge-based	services.	

•  In	Global	ci9es	there	are	local	and	global	linkages	
(Robertson,	1995).				



Knowledge	Spillovers	 Network	externali9es	

In	the	centres	of	global	ci9es	the	accumula9on	of	
knowledge	is	nowadays	the	most	decisive	factor	for	growth	
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Path-dependence	and	“crea9ve	destruc9on”	in	
the	global	age	
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Discussion:	In	La9n	American	ci9es	persist	huge	
agglomera9on	diseconomies		

Urban	fragmenta,on	and	big	peaks	
of	density		

Big	pockets	of	poverty	with	a	
huge	technological	gap	



So…	
	

	How	do	the	global	economic	
roles	of	Bogotá	impact	its	urban	

development?		



Bogotá	in	the	global	scene	(i)	
Bogotá	
18%	of	total	
enterprises	in	the	
country.	

33%	of	total	finance	
and	business	services	
enterprises	in	the	
country.	

Source:	Dane,	2016	

Bogotá	



Source:	Dane,	2010	

Source:	Dane,	2010	

Bogotá	in	the	global	scene	(ii)	
Indice	de	Compe44vidad	Urbana	(ICUR)	



Bogotá	in	the	global	scene	(iii)	
Globaliza,on	and	World	Ci,es	index	(GaWC)		Global	Ci,es	Compe,,ve	

Index	(GC:CI)	



Bogotá	as	case	study	

	
Work	in	progress	
We	study	in	the	Bogota	city	how	global	economic	roles	become	
decisive	for	structural	changes	in	its	urban	development	in	
favour	of	specific	areas	in	the	city,	in	which	mainly	economic	
growth	of	knowledge-based	ac9vi9es	are	located.	In	addi9on,	
we	study	how	those	urban	transforma9ons	are	encouraging	
produc9on	of	a	transna9onal	architecture.	



Metropolitan	Bogotá	

Ámbito

•  Bogotá + 17 municipios
 
Área total

•  2.489 km2
 
Área urbana

•  597 km2 (24%)
 
Población (Censo 2005)

•  7,8 millones de habitantes

Densidad neta
•  13.000 hab/km2

Tasa	de	crecimiento	poblacional	
Censos	1993	y	2005	

Altitud	

Sabana 
de Bogotá

Altiplano
Cundiboyacense



The	26th	street	in	Bogotá:	making	a	global	
place	in	the	city	

 
Fuente: OMA & G+C (2015). 



The	26th	street	along	the	20th	century	

Source:	
Pavony,	2007	

Source:	
Pavony,	2007	

Source:	Alcaldía	de	
Bogotá,	2015	

1906	

1970	

26	Street	

Source:	Own	
elabora9on	

Urban	growth	on	the	26	
street	and	its	area	of	
influence	



The	26th	street	as	a	globaliza9on’s	place	in	Bogotá	
What	about	urban	transforma.on	of	the	26th	street?	

Is	there	a	new	kind	of	place	being	built?	



The	role	of	public	policies	in	fostering	
urban	transforma9on	of	the	26th	street		

•  During	the	last	thirty	years,	the	economy	actors	influence	the	formula9on	of	
public	policies	and	the	produc9on	of	the	management	instruments	that	depend	
on	them.	The	State	assumed	a	managing	role	in	the	urban	growth	of	the	city,	
and	par9cularly	in	the	transforma9on	of	the	26th	street;	the	public	policies	have	
encourage	financial	and	mul9-service	land	uses,	which	defines	a	new	approach	
to	the	idea	of	the	public.	

•  The	regulatory	and	planning	elements	proposed	by	the	UPZ	(Zonal	Planning	
Units)	are	established	to	ar9culate	"macro"	urban	planning	and	"micro"	planning	
(IDU,	2007).	The	UPZ	are	then	intermediary	planning	mechanisms.	However,	in	
the	case	of	the	26th	Street,	these	intermediary	mechanisms	are	not	limited	to	
understand	the	macro	as	the	city	of	Bogota	and	the	micro	as	the	piece	of	ground	
to	intervene.	The	macro	exceeds	the	geographically	established	scale	of	the	city	
of	Bogota	and	goes	on	to	encompass	the	dynamics	of	the	global	city,	while	the	
micro	exceeds	the	dimensions	of	the	small	building	site	and	comprises	modes	of	
work	and	local	economy.	Thus,	this	allows	the	emergence	and	development	of	
"glocal"	projects.	



Strengthening	economic	space	for	new	
land	uses	in	the	26th	street	(i)	

Source:	OMA	&	G+C	(2015).	



Strengthening	economic	space	for	new	
land	uses	in	the	26th	street		(ii)	

Figura 8: Mapa distribución usos del suelo, ámbito de estudio, 2016. 
 

 
Fuente: Elaboración propia 
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Strengthening	economic	space	for	new	land	uses	in	
the	26th	street		(iii)	–	Commu9ng	pa@erns		

Commu,ng	origin,	2011	 Commu,ng	des,na,on,	2011	 “Transmilenio”	system	

Source:	Secretaría	de	Movilidad	Distrital,	2011	 Source:	Transmilenio	

Airport	



	
Towards	a	Global	Architecture	and	Public	Space	(i)	

	



	
Towards	a	Global	Architecture	and	Public	Space	(ii)	

	

The	composi9on	of	the	elements	of	the	images	narrate	
ac9vi9es	of	recrea9on,	ambula9on,	circula9on	and	work,	
that	is,	mixed	ac9vi9es,	amidst	buildings	that	remind	
buildings	from	other	ci9es	of	the	globe.	The	experiences	
that	these	images	could	generate	emerge	from	the	
encounter	between	the	future	"users"	and	the	projected	
spa9ality,	which	is	referring	to	an	interface	between	“the	
local”	and	“the	global”.	

Na4onal	Administra4ve	Centre	(CAN)	designed	by	
OMA	+	G+C	

Source:	OMA	&	G+C	(2015).	

Source:	OMA	&	G+C	(2015).	

Source:	OMA	&	G+C	(2015).	

Source:	OMA	&	G+C	(2015).	



Conclusions		
i-	The	theory	about	the	global	city	means	that	ci9es	are	immersed	in	scales	that	surpass	their	
regional	scope	-	local	-	to	assume	roles	in	the	world	economy.	The	global	ci9es	thus	go	hand	in	
hand	with	processes,	especially	of	an	economic	nature,	driven	by	the	network	economies	that	
ICTs	and	processes	of	economic	globaliza9on	have	supported.	However,	this	process	should	
be	supported	by	improvement	of	the	“local	capitals”	such	as	cogni9ve,	social,	ins9tu9onal	and	
physical	capitals.		

ii-	The	configura9on	of	“the	global”	in	urban	development	must	be	widely	supported	in	public	
policies	to	ensure	the	ar9cula9on	of	a	"macro"	urban	planning	and	"micro"	planning,	that	is,	
to	achieve	the	ar9cula9on	of	the	strategic	visions	of	development	with	the	construc9on	of	
the	local,	in	a	strategy	of	intermediate	ac9on	of	the	development	of	"glocal"	projects.	

Iii-	In	the	city	of	Bogotá,	the	construc9on	of	a	"global	city"	project	persists.	So	far,	this	mul9-
approach	analysis	has	shown	that	this	project	relies	primarily	on	a	physical	infrastructure	
that	includes	the	transforma9on	of	large	areas	located	near	the	main	infrastructures	of	
the	city	as	an	interna9onal	airport	towards	new	economic	uses.	This	means	that	mainly	
network	economies,	more	than	agglomera9on	economies,	are	the	driving	force	behind	
these	processes.	In	addi9on,	this	urban	transforma9on	is	promo9ng	a	new	urban	
landscape	in	the	city	with	a	transna9onal	architecture	and	public	spaces	such	as	the	new	
project	of	the	Na9onal	Administra9ve	Centre,	designed	by	the	interna9onal	architecture	
firm	OMA,	which	occupies	a	strategic	area	along	the	26	Street.	



Thank	you!	
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